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1930~ 194%
rincent’s s Has Had But
ree Owners Since
The-Cl‘\”ll War

or‘da.s -oldest. game preserve
w-s,n}Jm county, end located
; ’S‘ “.vincent’s island, about
4 oignt miles west of Apalachicola.
J 'I"ms -famous island was origi-
Ipally 2 parh of the large tract of
land kDown as the Forbes pur-
chase, bought from the Indians
«while- Florida belonged to Spain.
Under - -the_ Umted States, the
Forbes tle became a subject .of
#tigation.” Since.- the supreme

ﬂ

»_Iond;x s Glafest

drought. Thousands of acres of
the finest pine and hardwood
timber in the staie are found on
the island. The-largest and -fin-
est oysters in tue gulf-are found
within = few rods of the island.
Many wild hogs roam the jungles,
and these afford good _shooting
and excitement for the hunter.

St. Vincent's island has been
owned since the Civil war by only |
three proprietors. - gll of whom

protected the wild .turkey,
waterfow], and other game. The

big Sambur deer has been im- .
ported from Incian and success- -
fully bred and crossed thh the
native deer. .. - x

deer, ; n

“.{ water,. one ~ brackish—there - are

eyes - pop. <L -

in Florida,”

ers. . i
! No one.-ever t.les w ca..ch

-l mates there are between’1500 and = §
. 2,006. deer-on the island mow,-and ;7
in its five lakes—fiur oi them fresh.

enough “fish :to m‘.Ln any a.nglers

_*There -are- .ncre _'h.Sh nv"\t here
than in eny -other body of vatet‘-
said ‘Wall, whose fam-+"" .
|| iiy is-one of three that live on the .’

island tc protect the Pierce- -prop- | -
erty and keep oif unwamed hunb-‘f. :

«.the
' mentltul bream and - s.;e“-c‘aclr:ers,
it berause these -fish “like- ea:'t-hwo-mL 2

in the
way wil
pomp 2

court-confirmed it in 1835, the St. Vincent’s islend emovs the whenn i
present title descends in a short distinction of be.n.g ‘the .only real thgreaft
#ond ‘simple chain. The island’s|game: -preserve. in ‘sub-tropical 3 bridge.
ownership now rests with a son of | America; and fhe only --one on ‘_ The
the late Dr. R. V Pierce, origina- which any of the large game ani-: plete ar
tor of the Dr. Pierce patent medi- ma1§ of the. old world are bemg only the
cmes.A acclimated. In at-least a score: Lwveme
The Masomc grand lodge- once’ of different ways it*is an- 1slanc1 oy days fo
cons-c.ered paying = million dol- of Thovelties and delights. ~ Fgt il Tr'xe
jars for the island for the purpose | The island was bought from Col. i reached
of building there a.large hospital | E.. P. Alexander by Dr. Rayvmond HAYy be
and “other buildings. During the|V. Pierce, father of the present| . No. 10
land - -boom -of 1225 St. Vincent’s|owner. Col. Alexander was presi-| in leng
island:was -exploited but it now is|dent of the Georgia Central rail-| . .| |the bay
,bemgt— graduauy developed and |road, -and bougnt:rihe' ~property . eastern
-protectedias-a -private lodge and |from:Col.- George -H. :Hatch, “whol: (hydray
'a winter -Tetreat for the owner, was ai one time aemocratxc mayur : BCrOsS, |
3| who' invites- asnumber of guests|of Cincinpatl: =, ° : the ger
during*the season to share in the| cgl, R. J. Floya appea.rs to have :Xteﬁﬂs
hunting -and fishing, sald t0 Dbe|peen the first individual owner:of, bhied bay
the best™in.the United States. |gt, Vincent’s island.” He . was a0 .rT‘ge ’
“The islandsis only a short dis-|grominent Apalachicola -lawyer.: 1.' nelt
tance off shore from the main-|Gapriel Floyd, his - son, :married J or:a_e
1and. It ‘is nine-miles long and|sarah Gorrie, deughter -of -Dr.i 2 t..ene
about four miles wide at its great- | john Gorrie, whose fame is well. ;n erloc
est Width iNumerous fresh water |ynown and widespread, Gabriel t'(;«lnﬂmg
lakes, po‘ms ~and creeks indent|mjoyg was afterwards made a cap-’ t ere b
the s;xr!;ace “of -the heavily wooded |iain in the Confederate.army and -.1]3ans C
‘intenor.-‘_ here are fully 600 wiid lost his life in a battle in Virginia. g.-e sSpa
deer - m.these-»\voodlands. ¥resh |1t was from Col. Floyd-that Col.; pa,ssage
:svate.rs 'ths.t heave “hardly - been | yyatch acquired_title to the islan :_r;;igs
‘During the.Civil- war the islan olf ﬂ;er
was forfeited and-used as a:garri< e
son. - Several ‘hundred . men were. and a
stationed: there.. Some ~of: these mt? tb,
! en.ng houses 2 tcw men died -and were buried on the: by, - °
. other'~.im- lisland, Col..Floyd and Col.:Hatch’ EVEL, -8
both zre buried-on'the:island, and ;?;?; 9
their:graves- are ~plainly marked, il
: gﬁg irip f*am the" rr:ai*ﬂand “The. 'The -qid fort-also .is &till \in evi-H five ste
; Coast Scenic highway, state | gence>but reduced by.the weather concret
&To&d 10,/ p&sses along ‘the ©02St{znd the marchiol. time ; drivew;
% line within.a rmile’ of the island, It - - . : S . Follo
is easily. accessible, ¥ structu
5 oUntl Jess ‘than 20 years ato the similar
% islarid “had ‘boen. but partially util- shore
¥ red-as a- cattle ranch, supplying |- reachir
beef=to Apalachicola, but it ‘had ing the
been:long.famous in all that sec- lachico
tion -of-northwest Florida forits| spans -
deer; ‘wild "ducks;-peese;~and {ts channe
ns‘x—and .oysters. . This reputation three
led to.1ts” purchase by the presant ‘land 67
owner orspreservation’. and . im- central
provement as a game preserve. of ‘284
“in:orderita:give the ‘wild deer ‘k electric
full i advantages, all -the cattle i o s open i
‘have:béen killeq off. A few Y0adS| qoeets™ SR Y Jutes, g
thave’been ~-puil:. Ditches have ;f"i «__'_'_',_'.__._ A | feet wi
2 been:a :that bodts.can reach | T S i = .—;, "% tral pi
4 isolated ponds. Wild Tice has been | ﬁheasants “aiant: ta.kef{ff-:iﬂe’ o= k [ AN
planted”for focd. An artesian well | { mate and died off. : ifare of
aﬂor@s‘fszife-drinking water. Dams .Since the elder Pierce died ‘sev- '}i’here is
3 e ponds and prevent :f cral years ago, {there has been lit- ¥ Twelve
] e st ol B LI
3 for game. - M1 {ment e
47 3. C. Wall, manager- or"St. vins:i. | Avenue
cent’s for. the Pierce” estate, ‘estl-":




